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Adriana’s Story
In 2023, I left a toxic, abusive and controlling relationship. Even though it was the best decision I
could have made for my three kids and myself, it was also hard. I had no money saved since my
former partner didn’t allow me to work or have a car. With no place to go, I packed up some
clothes and said goodbye to my emotional support animal and left. I started staying with a
friend and helping her with her husband, who has Alzheimer’s disease. It was difficult, but a
least it was a roof over our heads and an income while I saved money to get back on my feet.
Until tragedy struck and my friend unexpectedly passed away, so my friend’s husband went to
live with his daughter, and I had seven days to pack up and leave. So there I was again,
homeless with three children under the age of nine, not much money saved and no place to go.
 
My son went to school and told someone that we were homeless—I got a phone call saying that
NUMAS Haus would have an opening soon, so I was accepted into the program and would be
moving in the next Monday. I was scared and relieved at the same time. NUMAS Haus will
always hold a special place in my heart. They are so full of love and support, and did everything
possible to make sure that we would succeed. They helped me attain full-time employment,
which means stability for my kids. They celebrated birthdays and holidays with us, and made
sure that I had the knowledge and resources to maintain my own place. After three months of
living at NUMAS Haus, I moved over to the transitional house. Not only do my kids and I have a
place of our own, but I was able to reclaim my emotional support cat. The folks at NUMAS Haus
made sure that we would be reunited, and it feels amazing. 

NUMAS Haus
will always

hold a special
place in my

heart.
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Now I get to build a rental history and a better life for my children
and myself. I wouldn’t be where I am today without the help and
guidance that NUMAS provided. They made sure that when we
moved in we would have everything we needed for our house:
furniture, kitchenware, clothing, the whole works. Not only did
NUMAS Haus provide the necessities working with donors and
community agencies, they provided love, support, encouragement,
and most importantly, hope for my children’s and my future.
Thank you, NUMAS Haus, for everything you have done to help me
become the strong woman I am today.
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Calling All
Volunteers!

T H E  M O R E  V O L U N T E E R S  W E
H A V E ,  T H E  B I G G E R  I M P A C T
W E  C A N  M A K E  T O G E T H E R .

https://numashaus.org/volunteer/

Yardwork
Childcare
Transportation
Mailings 

Organizing
Cleaning
Packing/Unpacking
Maintenance

If you are interested in more
information about the Case
Manager position or how to
apply, visit our website at

www.numashaus.org

WE ARE HIRING
JOIN OUR TEAM

Case Manager

Board of Directors

Phil Schenck - President

Tim Knaak - Vice President

Jake Mason - Treasurer

Peg Sundell - Secretary

Tom Henderson

John Gag

Tim Dolan

Kristi Andersen-Loose

Dave Nissen

Kirk Smith

Nicole Schmiesing
director@numashaus.org

Executive Director

Sarah Riemann
admin@numashaus.org

Shelter Coordinator

To provide shelter and
support services to

homeless women and
children in the Brown

County area.

Mission

Phone: 507-359-2202
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Nicole Schmiesing
507-233-1700

director@numashaus.org

Executive Director

Sarah Riemann
507-359-2202

admin@numashaus.org

Shelter Coordinator

Beth Zabel Lorna Cotner Rhonda Froehling

We are delighted to add
Beth Zabel as the new

part-time Program
Coordinator.  She has

retired as an Occupational
Therapist but remains a

longtime volunteer in our
community.  She has been

involved in Scouting,
church and school

activities.  In her free time
she is a quilter and a

reader.  Beth believes that
children are our greatest
resource--parents have a
challenging job and we

need to give them all the
assistance we can.  As

Program Coordinator she
will enhance our programs

to give the parents the
support that will best meet

their needs.  Just as
children need new clothes
when they grow, NUMAS

Haus is expanding its
programming as we grow.  

She is a wealth of
knowledge and a great
resource for all of us!

Lorna Cotner is the former
church secretary for First

United Methodist, and
when the church was
downsizing, she just

moved down the hall to
work for NUMAS Haus as
the part-time Volunteer
Coordinator.  We are so

amazed at all she does in
her new position. She is full

of knowledge about the
newly acquired property
and it is a true blessing to

have her join NUMAS Haus.  
She welcomes you with a

smile and makes everyone
feel so loved! Her previous
jobs include assistant to a

church Youth Director,
interim Pastoral Associate,

and Program Leader for
Catholic Charities

Pregnancy Help Center.  
She loves to organize,
alphabetize and color-
code everything within
arm’s reach.  In her free

time, she reads voraciously
and plays with puppies.

Rhonda Froehling has
experience in just about
everything!  Her many

talents fit so well with her
part-time Administrative
Coordinator position. She
manages the “Shop the
Closet” Program, assists
with parent education,

childcare and is a
wonderful mentor to the

residents and their
children. She assists the
residents in organizing

their new home when they
move out and teaches
them how to shop on a
budget.  When Rhonda

gets a task, she’s off to do
her magic and everything

is ship-shape.  She also
has 25+ years experience

providing 
daycare, and her calm,
soothing presence is

priceless beyond measure.  
We are thrilled to have
Rhonda as part of our
NUMAS Haus family!

New Faces at NUMAS Haus
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Hope Grows in Southern Minnesota
NUMAS Haus is Expanding

With the generosity of the community and a partnership with the First United Methodist Church of New
Ulm, NUMAS Haus will be able to expand the mission of serving Brown County and the residents
experiencing homelessness into the First United Methodist Church building. As the congregation was
decreasing in size, they voted to sell the building to NUMAS Haus. NUMAS Haus acquired the building on
January 31, 2024, for $1. “We are grateful for the support of the First United Methodist Church and their
commitment to our mission. It is with a heavy heart they will no longer be in the building, but the support
of their congregation is inspiring. We are honored to carry out mission work from this building.” stated
Nicole Schmiesing, Executive Director.

The board is planning to preserve the building’s original character. Housing and office space will expand
into the church to allow for the strategic growth of the organization. “This new space will allow for an
efficient way to save on long term administrative costs while still offering expansion to serve more families
in this area. Capacity is a big issue for us right now because we constantly have a waitlist, and until we
always have one room open, we are not the size that we should be.” stated John Gag, Board Member. The
outside of the building will remain as is with only minor updates. The inside of the building has undergone
a few updates on the main floor already, which include dividing up the office space into additional offices
and below the balcony in the sanctuary was enclosed to support the “Shop the Closet” program. NUMAS
Haus will be launching a capital campaign in 2024 to raise money for anticipated renovations. The Board is
not planning any additional renovations until the campaign is completed. 

“NUMAS Haus is supported largely by local donations and we are truly grateful for the community’s
support since the inception of NUMAS Haus. “We are eager to continue our mission and help more
families in need.” said Tim Knaak, Vice President of the Board. NUMAS Haus is excited for the opportunities
the building may provide to the community as well. Future renovations include converting the upstairs of
the church into living space. The Sunday School classrooms will become bedrooms and the space will
include shared bathrooms, a kitchen, child play space and a living room. Thereafter, the hope is to convert
the sanctuary into a child play space, which compliments the basement stage area quite nicely. We are
committed to preserving the stained glass and have estimates included for plexiglass to protect its
character. One day it would be a dream to have two small studio apartments in the basement. NUMAS
Haus is proud and honored to carry on the work of meeting the needs of homeless women, single or with
children, in the Brown County area. NUMAS Haus

“We are supposed to love our neighbor and being involved in NUMAS Haus allows us to do just that. We
are able to make a long-term difference in the lives of people right here in Brown County.” said Pastor Phil
Schenck, President of the Board. Our community has been so generous in its support of our program,
whether through time, talent or treasure.  We are excited to begin this new phase of growth and hope to
have you by our side as we take this big step forward. 



Page 5

SAVE THE DATE!
Thursday

September 26, 2024

2024 Annual Fundraiser

www.myregistry.com
Search “NUMAS Haus” ships direct.

Donate Online: www.numashaus.org
Click “Give Now” to set up recurring 
or one-time donations.

Mail a donation to: 
NUMAS Haus, PO Box 291, New Ulm, MN 56073
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A Special Thank You to...
The attendees of Sparkle and Dine in Springfield in February 2024. NUMAS Haus was
honored to be the chosen recipient of this year‘s event.  It was a lovely affair and we are
so grateful for your support!
  
Dan Richards and the staff at Americold for the fascinating tour of their facility.  
Americold has blessed us not only with several move-in goodie baskets for our
residents but are sponsoring the purchase of a playground for the house.  Thank you!

Southern Minnesota Behavioral Health, who gave us a substantial donation that will
cover the cost of mental health sessions for an entire year.  Thank you so much for
helping our residents!

The New Ulm Human Rights Commission, for granting NUMAS Haus an award in
recognition of their work in providing services to homeless women and children.  We
are honored and hope to expand our program to assist even more families in need.

The various members of ISD 88 Schools, who have taken time out of their schedules to
come tour the facility and learn more about our program.  Sometimes it is a chance
word from a child that brings a family to us; more community awareness means more
help for families in need.

Congrats to GSM for being awarded “Large Business of the Year” by the New Ulm
Chamber of Commerce. Save the Date for the Business of the Year celebration on May
21 from 4-6 pm at GSM, 1500 N Front Street, New Ulm. Board Member John Gag has
chosen NUMAS Haus to receive the proceeds!

New Hope Lutheran Church located in Comfrey invited us to speak at a church service
and chose NUMAS Haus to be the recipient of a Spaghetti Dinner fundraiser. We love
that we have so many church families in our communities!

Thank you to our dear friends at the Optimist Club, Rotary Club, and Sertoma Club for
inviting NUMAS Haus to their meetings and their consistent support!

It was such a joy to join the League of Women Voters New Ulm, featured on NUCAT,
to discuss NUMAS Haus programs and our plans for expansion! Tune in on YouTube or
the local channel!

Special shout out to our supporters at 3M for all of the donations which include
Hometown Donations, Community Match, and 3M Club! We enjoyed a very educational
tour at 3M with our board and staff too.
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NUMAS HAUS DONORS
*FOURTH QUARTER 2023 DONORS

Please forgive any errors or omissions. Please call 507-359-2202 to make corrections.

Timothy King
Toby & Amanda Freier
Tom & Sharon Holzer
Tom & Heidi Suess
Tom & Laurie Fox
Tracey & Scott Schmiesing
Vickie Serna
Wayne & Patricia Pelzel

3M
Allina Health - New Ulm Medical Center
Americold
A to Zinnia Florals & Gifts
Bernadotte WELCA
Blood Mobile
Cambria Presbyterian Women
Central Lutheran Church Men
Christ the King Lutheran Church
Citizens Bank Minnesota
Dave’s Vinyl Top Service
Dittrich Specialties
Frandsen Bank & Trust
Franta Family Farms
Grace Community Church
GSM
Heart to Home Furnishings
Herbie Hedgehog
Horace Mann/Denny Waloch Agency
Inspired
Ivy House
Laboratory Instrument Leasing, Inc.
Lietz Family Charity--In honor of Rick Lietz
Mu Lambda Honor Society of Nursing
New Om Shop, LLC
New Ulm Area Group - Thrivent
New Ulm Real Estate
NUACS
Oakwood United Methodist Church
Optimist Club of New Ulm
Otto Bremer Trust
Our Savior's Lutheran Church - Fairfax
Our Savior's WELCA
R&S Cleaning and Maintenance, Inc
Sertoma Club of New Ulm
Shoe Sensation
Sleepy Eye Lions Club
State Street Theater Company
St. John's Catholic United Financial Council #131
St John's ELCA Women
St. Paul Lutheran Church - Springfield
Top Investment Team Club
Trinity Lutheran
UMC Partners with Christ
United Methodist Foundation
United Methodist Women
United Way of the Brown County Area
Zion Lutheran Church
Zion United Methodist Church

Adam Reinhart
Aimee Thorson
Amber McMullen
Andrew Hansen
Dr. Andrew & Sonja Highum
Angela Pick
Ann Iverson
Anonymous 
Arlyn Schulz
Barbara O'Brien
Barbara Develder
Ben Rieke-In honor of his    
     mother Anne Donnelly-Rieke
Betty Uehling
Brandon & Nicole Schmiesing
Brandy Schwartz
Carmin Van Epps
Carolyn Marti Smith
Chris & Amy Isaacson
Colleen Broderson
Conchita Marie Ballard
Connie Pomranke
Courtney Fischer
Dan & Peg Drugan
Dan & Patty Paulson
Darrin & Carisa Buegler
Dave & Anita Holman
David Wurtzberger
David Linn & Sharon Hurley
David & Trisha Homan
Debra Schaefer
Denis Warta
Dianne Landgraff
Don & Kay Grams-In memory of
      Sedonia Schnobrick
Donna Cariveau
Dr. Ann C. Vogel
Duane & Karla Hansel
Edward & Vicky Bode
Fran Albright
Francis & Rebecca Biesanz
Gene & Mary Sievert
Gregg & Kathleen Klinkner
Helen & Lloyd Christenso
Hope Lietz
Howard & Darlene Lokensgard
James & Michele W Seifert
Jane & Bill Steinke
Janette Krzmarzick
Jeanne Schaefer
Jennifer Prins
Jim & Jean Jore
Joan & Roger Lindholm
Joan Krikava & James Bodine
JoAnn Hutchinson
Joanne Brennan
Jodie Carlson
John & Bete Puhlmann

Judy Kuster
Judy & Bill McLean
Kathleen Hacker
Katie Mueller
Kayla Ruch
Kris & Pat Kearney
LaRonda Bourn
Laura & Pat Stadick
LaVonne Helget
Linda Weldy
Linda Anderson
Linda Leger
Lowell & Diane Zellmann
Marvin & Donna Sluiter
Mary Ludewig
Mary & Kevin Henle
Mary Rose Gag
Matt & Sarah Berger
Merrill & Karen Frydendall
Michael Mulder & Debra Pribyl
Mike Murphy
Mike Domeier
Mike & Vicki Oetken
Myrtle Gieseke
Nancy Blumhoefer-In honor of 
     sister’s wedding
Nate & Amanda Groebner
Dr. Nathan & Jessica Marti
Norman & Shirley Krienke
Pamela Webster
Pat Booker
Paul & Julie Anderson Family
     Charitable Fund
Perry & Julie Lund
Phil Davis
Randall & Pamela Krzmarzick
Randy & Marsha Reinhart
Rhonda & Landis Froehling
Robert & Norma Dempsey
Robert & MarySue Apitz
Roger & Carol Ryberg
Rosemary & Florian Dittrich
Ruby Dettmann
Ryan & Stephanie Meyer
Sarah Riemann
Sarah & Eric Warmka
Dr. Scott & Gigi Rysdahl
Shane Zellmann - In honor of 
     Lowell Zellmann
Sharon Heck
Sheldon Rieke & Anne Donnelly-Rieke
Shelly Pearson
Sherry Riley Beadell
Sue Wieland
Terry Neumann Domeier
Thomas A Forsberg
Tim & Kristi Loose
Tim & Lora Rahe
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