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A Resident's Story
Rebecca became pregnant at the age of 16
and gave birth to a baby girl. The father of
the child was using drugs and alcohol and in
and out of jail, so Rebecca was left to raise
her daughter on her own. Despite her
circumstances, Rebecca was able to graduate
from high school and began working.
Rebecca struggled as she juggled being a
single mom, attending college classes, and
working full time. She also found herself in a
series of unhealthy friendships and
relationships during this stressful time.
The most damaging relationship was with her
new boyfriend whom she ended up dating
for two years.
Rebecca was financially
exploited as well as mentally and verbally
abused over the course of this relationship. A
little over a year into the relationship,
Rebecca found out she was pregnant again.
Rebecca was hopeful that this pregnancy
would change her boyfriend for the better.
Unfortunately, that wasn’t the case. After
Rebecca’s son was born, he continued to be
mentally and verbally abusive towards
Rebecca and her children, and began using
drugs around the children despite Rebecca’s
disapproval. However, Rebecca felt she

couldn’t leave as she had nowhere else to go,
and ultimately this caused her to lose
custody of her children.

Very shortly after giving birth to her second
child, Rebecca found out she was pregnant
again, but this time with twins! Her
pregnancy was extremely complicated.
Rebecca had to go to the Twin Cities twice
due to pregnancy complications. During her
third trimester, her hospital stay lasted 5
weeks. Rebecca knew if she wanted
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her 2 children back and to be able to raise her new
babies, she needed to make some changes for herself
and her children. Rebecca reached out to her social
worker who recommended NUMAS Haus.
Since being at NUMAS Haus, Rebecca has been able
to work towards getting her children back and being
able to provide them with a safe and healthy
environment. Throughout Rebecca’s stay here, she
has been able to make every doctor’s appointment
for her pregnancy, set up health insurance for her
and her children, and begin therapy. On November
15, 2021, Rebecca gave birth to healthy twin boys!
Rebecca was granted full custody of the twins and will
be regaining custody of her other 2 children within
the next month!
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NUMAS Haus has impacted Rebecca’s life in a variety
of ways. NUMAS Haus has been a stable place for
Rebecca to get back on her feet. Not only has NUMAS
been supportive of Rebecca, it has also helped
connect Rebecca with the resources she needed to
regain custody of her children, set up therapy, help
with transportation to doctor’s appointments, and so
much more. She is also currently working towards
permanent housing for her and her children. Rebecca
would recommend NUMAS to anyone who is in a
similar situation to hers!

A Letter from the President
As the end of the year approaches it is time to say all the usual things:
Thank you donors and volunteers. You keep NUMAS Haus functioning and you
keep it at home, with dollars and hours and in-kind donations..
Thank you, Karla. You had a vision of how NUMAS Haus would benefit from the
addition of a second staff person (and a new role for yourself), that was different
from what the board had envisioned--and you were right!
Thank you, board members. You took the idea of a transitional housing unit and
made it a reality, allowing us to increase our capacity to serve unhoused families
by 30%. You made it look simple (that is to say, I didn’t have to have anything to
do with it)! And you did it while also stepping into more formal committee roles
and structure, and continuing the oversight and fiduciary roles that go with being
a board member.
2021 wasn’t an easy year, so board and staff and client accomplishments are all the
more remarkable. Our annual Gala, Hope, Right on Time was an evening of great
fellowship and messaging, and our most successful fundraiser ever. Hailey became
licensed and moved into a full time position, allowing Karla to move more fully into
her executive director role. Our clients retained or regained custody of their children,
found and held onto jobs, attained and maintained sobriety, and so much more. The
cynical observation that “2021” when spoken aloud sounds phonetically like “2020
won” doesn’t apply to NUMAS Haus!!
As the end of my time as president of the NUMAS Haus board, and my time on the
board, approach it is time to say all the usual things:
This has been an honor and a labor of love.
Leaving just as the board takes up strategic planning is both right (making space
for new voices and ideas) and difficult (giving up control and any influence I could
claim to have had)!
Thank you, all who read our newsletter, for the ways you’ve made a home in New
Ulm for families who needed one. I’ve been in on it since the beginning, and I’m
still in awe that it happened. Yet absolutely confident that NUMAS Haus will
continue both to be a temporary home and a path to permanent homes for New
Ulm families through 2022 and beyond.
Blessings on our Haus, and one each of your houses.
Lisa Doege
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HOPE
Right on time
2021 Annual Fundraiser
with Jason Gray
Saturday, October 23
New Ulm Event Center
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NUMAS Haus welcomed around 150 people to our 4th annual fundraising event, HOPE: "Right
on Time" held on October 23, 2021. Guests enjoyed dinner, a live and silent auction, resident
success stories, and live music by Andrea Lyn and Jason Gray.
Our fundraiser was a huge success thanks to our generous donors and sponsors, as well as
our anonymous donation of a $10,000.00 match. NUMAS Haus is proud to announce we
exceeded our fundraising goals for the event! Thanks again to our amazing donors and
sponsors who believe in the mission of NUMAS Haus and making our community a better
place!

Sponsors
GOLD
Bruce & Jo Anne Taylor
David Linn & Sharon Hurley
Foresee Studios
Gag Sheet Metal
M.R. Paving & Excavating, Inc
Mathiowetz Construction
Mike's Collision
New Ulm Regional Veterinary
Center
St. George's Caye Resort

SILVER
Alliance Bank
Bank Midwest
Carlson SV
DLC Manufacturing & Fabrication, Inc
Fischer Law
Frandsen Bank
JH Heymann Builders, LLC
KWIK Trip
Southern MN Tooling
Tim & Monde Schwartz

BRONZE
Century 21
Citizens Insurance Agency
Coyote Hill Burners
Grace Community Church
Horace Mann Insurance Co
PC Janitorial Supply LLC
Sweet Indeed!
Woodstone Senior Living
Woodview Dental
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NUMAS Haus Wish List
Postage Stamps
Gift Cards for Groceries and Clothing such as
Walmart, CashWise, HyVee or Walgreens
Baby Wash/Shampoo
Baby Lotion
Infant Tylenol and Ibuprofen
Chamber Dollars
Monetary Donations
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NUMAS HAUS DONORS
THIRD QUARTER 2021 DONORS

Gail Berle
Bob & Cheryl Beussman
Ron & Nancy Bunkers
Christ the King Lutheran Church
Coyote Hill Burners, LLC
Corinne Day
Kenneth & Jennifer Deutz
First United Methodist Women
Duane & Karla Hansel
Sharon Heck
Holy Trinity Cathedral Council of
Catholic Women
JoAnne Hutchinson
Robert and Virginia Kiecker
Koozie Group
Diane Landgraff
Alison & Pam Miller

Mike Murphy
New Ulm Area Foundation
Barbara & Daniel Reilly
Ridgeway on 23rd
Mark & Kristi Lindquist
Vickie Serna
Linda & Neal Smasal
SouthPoint Financial Credit Union
St. Gregory the Great CCW
Jerry & Theresa Sundell
United Methodist Women
United Way of the Brown County
Area
Sue Wieland
Winthrop General Federation of
Women's Clubs
Zion United Methodist Church
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Please forgive any errors or omissions. Please call 507-359-2202 to make corrections.
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